
SUMMIT COUNTY
OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COUNCIL

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS

December 4, 2013

OSAC MEMBERS PRESENT: Jeff Leigh, Turk Montepare, Art Girten, Laura Rossetter, Nancy 
Redner, Terry Craig, Lynn Amstutz

OSAC MEMBERS ABSENT: Tim Scanlan, Russ Camp, Bruce Fitch, Howard Brown, Todd Rankin

STAFF PRESENT: Brian Lorch, Katherine King, Jim Curnutte

MEMBERS OF PUBLIC PRESENT: Chris Kulick - Town of Breckenridge; Paul Semmer - USFS

Call to Order: Chairman Turk Montepare called the meeting of the Summit County Open Space Advisory 
Council to order at 5:35 p.m.

Approval of Agenda: The agenda was approved as submitted. OSAC also approved the 2014 meeting 
dates as submitted.

Approval of Minutes: The November 6, 2013 meeting minutes were approved as submitted.

Summary Report:  The summary report was approved as submitted, however Turk Montepare asked for an 
update on the Humbug Hill situation. Paul Semmer explained that the temporary permit issued to the owner 
of the Wilderness Lode for road maintenance from French Gulch to the top of Humbug Hill was terminated 
last week. The USFS engineer, Mark Buchanan, inspected the work and felt it was appropriate for a road that
had not been maintained in a long time. However the County engineer felt additional work could be done, 
and the USFS has issued the County the same type of permit for maintenance that was previously held by 
the landowner. The County has hired a contractor to improve drainage and de-berm the road.

The larger issue at hand seems to be how maintenance done by public entities or private individuals may 
impact the ‘character’ of backcountry roads. The County and USFS would like to come up with a better 
definition of backcountry road character, or a spectrum of road characteristics that define different types of 
roads. The County could then look at roads in the Golden Horseshoe or County-wide to determine the 
appropriate level of maintenance and oversight. Staff have not received much public feedback on the recent 
work on Humbug, but have been directed by the BOCC to ensure a similar situation doesn’t arise in the 
future. OSAC commented that they think this is an important issue, worthy of staff time and funding, 
particularly in backcountry areas with a mixture of private and public ownership. Paul Semmer echoed the 
sentiment that as the open space program has evolved, there may be a greater need to focus on management 
similarly as acquisition. Staff will be working more on this issue in the coming months.

REGULAR AGENDA:

Public Comments on Items Not Included in the Agenda: None.

Update on Open Space Management Activities: Bill Fountain from the Summit Historical Society has 
requested that the County help to put a roof on the Swandyke cabin. The fairly remote cabin is located in the 
Middle Fork of the Swan, in between Open Space lands (the “Esser Claims”) and USFS land. The 
Breckenridge Heritage Alliance has indicated that they have higher priorities closer to town, and that they 
aren’t certain the dilapidated structure can support a new roof. OSAC discussed that there are many of these 
structures throughout the county, and that an end goal and management strategy must always be established 



prior to deciding to invest money in restoring or stabilizing them. Because of its remote and difficult to 
access location, they suggested potentially moving the cabin to a more easily managed/visible area. Paul 
Semmer explained that there is a process for moving cabins, and reiterated that the County should consider 
the long-term goals and maintenance liability of them. Additionally, the USFS will not allow improvements 
to backcountry cabins until a long-term maintenance strategy is in place. The cabin is not on the National 
Historic Registry, which means that the USFS has documented its existence as required by law and can now 
do whatever they would like. OSAC’s conclusion was that they would recommend a financial contribution 
if the Historical Society wants to move the cabin, since it is too difficult to oversee in its current location and 
not readily appreciated by the public.

Clay Culbreath would like to extend his grazing lease on the Cow Camp property for another year. He had 
approximately 30 cow/calf pairs on the property this past summer and was a good land steward, repairing 
ditches and fences. OSAC unanimously recommended his lease be renewed for another year. 

Per the OSAC’s request, staff has been doing some additional research into the Green Mountain Camp 
property.  Karn has had talked with Paul Jones and his land manager and feels confident that the take-out on 
Spring Creek Road will likely be retained as a public benefit in the land exchange. OSAC expressed 
concerns that a guarantee from the BLM is needed before public funds are invested in the put-in. The land 
exchange has been on hold until the BLM could finish their land management plan, which is now complete 
and awaiting final decision. OSAC requested a site visit to the property shortly to discuss next steps.

The Town of Breckenridge will be holding a public meeting to gather input on a master plan for the Reiling 
Dredge historic site in French Creek. OSAC was invited to attend. OSAC discussed staff’s concern that the 
planning appears focused on historic preservation, instead of balancing this with the goals of stream and 
habitat restoration as initially envisioned. An initial draft plan should be released in about a month.

Staff is working with the USFS to ensure that a highly visible straight line cut isn’t left at the boundary 
between Ophir Mountain tree cutting units on USFS lands and Iron Springs Open Space. The contractor has 
agreed to do some additional work both on Iron Springs and CDOT property (approximately 2 acres total) 
for a few thousand dollars, which will leave a more natural looking boundary between cut and uncut areas.

Executive Session to Discuss Acquisition of Real Property Interests:  Art Girten moved to go into 
Executive Session to discuss property acquisitions. Jeff Leigh seconded the motion. OSAC entered into 
Executive Session at 6:28 pm. Mr. Girten moved to come out of Executive Session and Jeff Leigh seconded 
the motion. OSAC came out of Executive Session at 7:42 pm.

Other Business/Announcements:  OSAC asked about the winter parking situation at Spruce Valley 
Ranch/Indiana Creek Road. County and Town staff have received complaints of cars being ticketed while 
parked near the snowplow turnaround, where the winter “trailhead” parking for cross-country skiing has 
long been. The Spruce Valley Ranch HOA has always indicated that they do not want the public parking on 
their land. The Town of Blue River will be discussing the issue at an upcoming meeting on Dec. 17th, and 
several OSAC members said they planned to attend. They asked staff to research the situation and pursue 
alternatives to resolve it.

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Brian Lorch
Brian Lorch
Open Space and Trails Director


