
SUMMIT COUNTY
OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COUNCIL

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS

October 2, 2013

OSAC MEMBERS PRESENT: Jeff Leigh, Turk Montepare, Russ Camp, Howard Brown, Todd Rankin, 
Bruce Fitch, Art Girten, Lynn Amstutz, Laura Rossetter, Nancy Redner

OSAC MEMBERS ABSENT: Tim Scanlan, Terry Craig

STAFF PRESENT: Brian Lorch, Katherine King, Jim Curnutte

MEMBERS OF PUBLIC PRESENT: Scott Reid - Town of Breckenridge; Leigh Girvin – Continental 
Divide Land Trust

Call to Order: Chairman Turk Montepare called the meeting of the Summit County Open Space Advisory 
Council to order at 5:35 p.m.

Approval of Agenda: The agenda was approved as submitted.

Approval of Minutes: The August 14, 2013 meeting minutes were approved as submitted.

Summary Report:  The summary report was approved as submitted. The report referenced the purchase of 
20 acres of the John J. Placer, which is now under contract for $450,000 with the County and Town of 
Breckenridge. The subdivision has been approved by the BOCC, and staff is now working on the final steps 
to have the plat signed and recorded. Closing is anticipated for October 25th.

Bruce Fitch asked about the new development that can be seen from the Colorado Trail below its 
intersection with the Red Trail. Staff explained the Muggins Gulch (Blue Sky Ranch) development was 
approved years ago, but work has just recently begun. The County did secure an easement for the portion of 
the CO Trail that runs through the development, as well as an easement to build a trail the leaves the end of 
the subdivision to access the CO Trail in the development review process. Public non-motorized access was 
also granted along Muggins Gulch Road, and overall density in the subdivision was reduced via clustered 
development. This summer the developer has been working to install the utility lines, which is discussed 
further below.

REGULAR AGENDA:

Update on Open Space Management Activities: Brian Lorch gave a brief presentation on the Muggins 
Gulch restoration project that is currently underway. The developers of Muggins Gulch entered into an 
agreement with the County to exchange gravel on Open Space property for topsoil being excavated for their 
utility installation. They have spread approximately 20,000 cubic yards of top soil (some of which also came 
from the Whole Foods development and Xcel substation construction in Silverthorne) over 8.6 acres of land 
on the south side of Tiger Road on joint Town/County open space, across from their entrance. A skilled 
excavator has worked to smooth out the topography of the area into a natural – appearing landscape, which 
will be reseeded with a native Colorado seed mix shortly.  The Muggins Gulch developer paid for half of the 
reseeding cost. The property will be signed as ‘closed for mine reclamation.’ A similar agreement was made 
a number of years ago to restore the area on the northwest side of Tiger Road, adjacent to the Muggins 
Gulch entrance. 



OSAC’s comments on the Weber Gulch Hut EA were all incorporated into the BOCC’s response letter to 
the USFS.

The new Ten Mile section of Recpath is progressing quickly. The first bridge has been installed, and the 
paving to Highway 91 will begin next week. The hope is to have the project completed by the end of 
October. In addition, as part of the Copper PUD agreement, bike lanes will be painted on the main entrance 
road into Copper.

NEPA will begin soon for the possible continuation of three miles of Recpath to Searle Pass, towards which 
Climax has donated considerable funding. There is a fen wetland in the proposed alignment, which would 
be the largest environmental obstacle to the project. The project cost has been roughly estimated at $3 
million. 

Public Comments on Items Not Included in the Agenda: Leigh Girvin discussed the potential for a new 
trail on the Gustafson property that would lead onto the Cobb & Ebert Placer, on which they hold a 
conservation easement. The conservation easement states that trails will be addressed in the management 
plan, over which CDLT has review authority. The area in which the Town/County would like to extend the 
trail is north-facing, with numerous seeps and potential crossings, as well as wetland vegetation; therefore 
the trail alignment will need to be chosen carefully.

Because CDLT feels that amendment to the Iron Springs conservation easement as part of the Highway 9 
realignment project has broader implications for the conservation community, they have organized a 
webinar to discuss it on October 18th. Brian Lorch noted that the County has received $17.5 million in 
funding through CDOT’s RAMP program for the realignment, however, it isn’t known if funds will need to 
be diverted elsewhere due to flooding damage across the state.

CDLT has almost finished their annual monitoring of conservation easements they hold on County lands. 
This year they are implementing new GIS/iPad/Bluetooth technology, so the process has taken a little longer 
than in years past.

Executive Session to Discuss Acquisition of Real Property Interests:  Russ Camp moved to go into 
Executive Session to discuss property acquisitions. Lynn Amstutz seconded the motion. OSAC entered into 
Executive Session at 6:20 pm. Russ Camp moved to come out of Executive Session and Lynn Amstutz 
seconded the motion. OSAC came out of Executive Session at 6:51 pm.

Other Business/Announcements:  Bruce Fitch initiated a discussion about the put-in for the Blue River 
below the Green Mountain Reservoir dam. The County holds a 50- year easement on the area below the 
dam which comprises the buildings and infrastructure of the “Green Mountain Camp” near the put-in. The 
actual put-in is on a very steep side slope down to the river, which is continually eroding and very unsafe for 
hikers, fishermen, and boaters. 

The OSAC also discussed the Blue River Land Exchange, which after completed, may privatize the 
remaining public lands along the Blue River between Spring Creek Road and the Trough Road near 
Kremmling. Currently there is a “kayaker-only” takeout where Spring Creek Road crosses the Blue, which 
is designed and signed to keep larger boats out. However, this take out is on private land owned by Paul 
Jones (who initiated the Land Exchange) and is not under any easement or long-term protection.

OSAC stated that their recommended goals for the area would be to provide better, safer river access, as well
as secure a permanent, legal take out for river users at Spring Creek Road. Due the many entities involved, 
as well as the politics of an ongoing land exchange, they recognize the challenges involved. They would like 
staff to look into the lease, and brainstorm potential solutions or next steps to ameliorate the public access 



issues.

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Brian Lorch
Brian Lorch
Open Space and Trails Director


