
SUMMIT COUNTY
OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COUNCIL

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS

April 3, 2013

OSAC MEMBERS PRESENT: Nancy Redner, Art Girten, Lynn Amstutz, Jeff Leigh, Turk Montepare, 
Bruce Fitch, Tim Scanlan, Russ Camp, Laura Rossetter, Howard Brown, Todd Rankin, Terry Craig

OSAC MEMBERS ABSENT: None

STAFF PRESENT: Brian Lorch, Katie Kent

MEMBERS OF PUBLIC PRESENT: Scott Reid - Town of Breckenridge; Leigh Girvin – CDLT; 
Charlotte Clarke, Mike Clary, Bob Craig, and Dan Pins – former OSAC members

Call to Order: Chairman Turk Montepare called the meeting of the Summit County Open Space Advisory 
Council to order at 5:36 p.m.

Approval of Agenda: The agenda was approved with the cancellation of Paul Cada’s discussion of forest 
management activities.

Approval of Minutes: The March 6, 2013 meeting minutes were approved as submitted.

Summary Report:  The summary report was approved as submitted. Lyn Amstutz requested that a key to 
the acronyms be added to the Open Space Work Program.

Recognition of Past OSAC members: Four former OSAC members – Bob Craig, Mike Clary, Charlotte 
Clarke and Dan Pins - were recognized and thanked by OSAC for their many years of dedicated service to 
the Open Space Program. Each was presented with a BOCC resolution in appreciation of their service, as 
well as a framed photo of Mayflower Gulch. Staff also commented that these members, some of whom have 
been present on the Council since the inception of the Program, have been critical to its success and their 
work to protect open space and trails represents an outstanding contribution to the Summit County 
community.

REGULAR AGENDA:

Public Comments on Items Not Included in the Agenda: Leigh Girvin gave OSAC an update on 
CDLT’s position on the Iron Springs project. After careful review, CDLT feels that the proposed highway 
realignment and dedication of open space along the reservoir represents a significant community benefit and 
an enhancement of conservation values. As such, they are prepared to move forward with an amended and 
restated conservation easement for Iron Springs. She also invited OSAC to attend a CDLT hike to the Iron 
Springs area on June 8th to envision and discuss the project.

Update on Open Space Management Activities: Open Space staff has requested permission from the 
County Manager’s office to hire a second seasonal technician. It seems likely that approval will be granted, 
and the position has already been advertised in order to fill at least one spot. OSAC commented that they 
consider our program to be more management-focused than in the past, as is common with the evolution of 
open space programs. Therefore, additional staff is likely needed to manage the growing acreage of open 
space properties and miles of trails and Recpath. At a cost of approximately $12,000, OSAC was
unanimously in support of the second seasonal position.



The grazing lease for the Cow Camp property is moving forward. Staff has received feedback from the 
Attorney’s office and the NRCS, who recommended a lease stipulation of “not to exceed 40% grass 
utilization” on the property to help prevent overgrazing. The lessee has agreed to repair fences on the 
property as well as work on restoring one of the historic ditches, thereby helping the County to maintain its 
water rights. Staff anticipates that the lease will allow for the protection of the agricultural values of the 
property as well as its wildlife, and it should be in place this summer.

Update on Recpath projects: The majority of the updates were provided in the summary report. The Snake 
River project is now out to bid, and the Conoco project is almost under contract to Columbine Hills. 
Possibly affected landowners along CR 450 have all indicated that they are willing to listen to a proposal by 
the County for a Recpath along the back side of their property. An engineer will examine the potential 
alignment this summer. 

Executive Session to Discuss Acquisition of Real Property Interests:  Russ Camp moved to go into 
Executive Session to discuss property acquisitions. Lynn Amstutz seconded the motion. OSAC entered into 
Executive Session at 6:02 pm. Mr. Camp moved to come out of Executive Session and Ms. Amstutz 
seconded the motion. OSAC came out of Executive Session at 6:32 pm.

Other Business/Announcements:  Howard Brown inquired about the status of permitting commercial 
bike shuttle operators on Vail Pass. Staff explained that the Forest Service has contacted any operators of 
which they are aware, and asked them to submit a business plan along with other fairly extensive 
documentation. USFS staff has said that permits will only be issued for existing use levels, for a one year 
period, and only for those operators able to prove two years of existing continuous use. Staff commended 
the Forest Service for putting considerable effort and thought into drafting the new regulations and working 
towards implementation.

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 6:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Brian Lorch
Brian Lorch
Open Space and Trails Director


